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interesting  points of   philosophy, with which His
Majesty., a leader of impartial sages, is unacquainted."

Thus sumptuously fed and nurtured upon the
treasures of wisdom, Akbar's mind developed a large
-synthesis in its essential cast and outlook, and a love
of culture and refinement. We find the former express-
ing itself in the new idealism propounded by him out
of the fundamental nuths of all religions, and the latter
in the wonderful forms of arts and letters that grew
under Akbar's fostering care and gave to the Moghuls
all their greatness and glory. Indeed, the emperor was
an enthusiastic patron of every kind of cultural activity
and the creative energies of the Hindus and Muslims
broke into a combined endeavour to produce what
may be called a new and composite expression of
Indian culture.

Akbar dreamt of an all-India empire. Evidently,
such a dream could not be realised but by the suppres-
sion of local independence and the welding of the
provincial principalities into a systematic central con-
trol. But as it was not the dream of a politically ambi-
tious ruler like Alexander but that of an idealist lover
of India and her people and culture, it entailed little
bitterness and disorder, provoked little resistance or
revolt except in a very few cases where regional patriot-
ism sought tenaciously to cleave to its own soil. An
all-India empire was a mighty dream and it can only
be the feint-hearted who will fling criticism at Akbar
for this. The establishment of an empire undoubtedly
requires diplomacy as well as statesmanship of a high